"Upper limits of normal" antistreptolysin 0 (ASO) and antideoxyribonuclease (ADN) B titers were determined on serum specimens from various age groups of pediatric patients with no history of a recent streptococcal infection and on healthy adult hospital employees. The upper limit of normal value is that level of antibody titer exceeded by no more than 15% of the total subjects in each age group. This value varies with the age of the subject, and the most pronounced differences are between the values of preschool age children, school age children, and adults. We also performed the tests on sera from apparently "healthy" adult hospital employees; we did not have access to sera from adult hospital patients. ASO titers were determined on 220 specimens and ADN B titers on 197 specimens from this adult group. To compensate for possible seasonal variation, the specimens were collected from November through March, which covers the peak season for streptococcal infections. Thus, the upper limits should be the maximum ones from the standpoint of seasonal variation. A microtitration technique employing serum dilutions of 1:60, 1:85, 1:120, 1:170, 1:240, 1:340, 1:480, 1:680, 1:960, 1:1,360, 1:1,920, and 1:2,720 was used for both the ASO and the ADN B tests. Details of the tests have been described previously (3, 4).
"Upper limits of normal" antistreptolysin 0 (ASO) and antideoxyribonuclease (ADN) B titers were determined on serum specimens from various age groups of pediatric patients with no history of a recent streptococcal infection and on healthy adult hospital employees. The upper limit of normal value is that level of antibody titer exceeded by no more than 15% of the total subjects in each age group. This value varies with the age of the subject, and the most pronounced differences are between the values of preschool age children, school age children, and adults. (3, 4) .
RESULTS
The distribution of ASO and ADN B titers by age group is presented in Tables 1 and 2 . The first column under each age group contains numbers of subjects and the second column contains the cumulative percentages. The upper limit of normal ASO titer has previously been defined as that level of antibody titer exceeded by no more than 20% of the control population (7). The upper limit of normal ASO and ADN B titer used in the present study is that level of antibody titer exceeded by no more than 15 % of the total subjects in each age group. If the latter definition is applied to the results in Tables 1 and  2 We had to use healthy subjects for the adult group in our study because we did not have access to hospital patients in this age group. Since we did not determine the upper limit of normal for both healthy subjects and patients in the same age groups, we do not know whether the upper limit of normal would differ in the two types of subjects. However, Mote and Jones (5) included patients with miscellaneous medical diseases as well as healthy subjects in their study and they found that the upper limit of normal ASO titer for the patient group was lower than for the healthy subjects. Therefore, our upper limit of normal titer for the adult group may be higher than it would have been if we had used patients for this group.
Ayoub and Wannamaker (1) determined the upper limit of ADN titers on a group consisting of 3 laboratory workers and 67 hospital patients with no clinical evidence of a recent streptococcal infection. The subjects ranged in age from 1 As we mentioned above, the titers may vary seasonally and perhaps geographically; however, the greatest variation is due to age of the subject. The most pronounced effect of age on both the ASO and ADN B titers occurs between three age groups, i.e., preschool (<5 years), school, and adults. Consequently, there is an upper limit of normal for each of these groups. The upper limit of normal ASO titer for the preschool and adult groups was 85 (100) and for the school age group it was 170 (166). Upper limit of normal ADN B titers were 60 (50) for the preschool group, 170 (166) for the school age group, and 85 (100) for the adult group. The figures in parentheses represent the upper limit of normal titer for the Rantz Randall dilution scheme (6) .
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